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A delegation from the Bank of the Lao PDR (BOL), led by H.E. Soulysak THAMNUVONG,
Deputy Governor of the BOL, successfully concluded a study visit to exchange central banking
knowledge and experiences with the Reserve Bank of Australia from 13-15 July 2026, in Sydney,
Australia. This bilateral initiative was conducted under the Southeast Asia and Australia Government
Partnerships Program (SEAG2G).

The SEAG2G program aims to foster knowledge exchange and enhance capacity building in
policy-making and technical areas between Australian Government agencies and ASEAN counterparts.
The program is designed to support technical empowerment, enabling institutions to make meaningful
economic and social contributions tailored to each region’s unique context.

This visit marks the first time that senior leadership from the BOL engaged in direct peer-to-
peer exchanges with experts from the Reserve Bank of Australia and key Australian regulatory
institutions. These included the Australian Prudential Regulation Authority (APRA), Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC), National Anti Scam Centre (NASC) and the
Australian Securities and Investments Commission (ASIC). Discussions centered on high-priority
central banking issues in today's global landscape, including strengthening liquidity management and
monetary policy implementation, consumer protection and market conduct, enhancing analytical
frameworks to forecast external-shocks under conditions of global uncertainty, Regulation of Domestic
Systemically Important Banks (D-SIBs), Supervision of payments and payment service providers as
well as the area of human resource development tailored for central banking institutions.




On behalf of the BOL, Deputy Governor Soulysak conveyed his sincere thanks to the Australian
Government, the Reserve Bank of Australia, and all participating agencies for their warm hospitality
and for sharing valuable insights. He also highlighted that the lessons learned during the visit are highly
practical and will directly support the BOL’s continued efforts to strengthen monetary and financial
stability, as well as to enhance the efficiency of payment systems of the Lao PDR. The Deputy
Governor further commended the results of the engagement, describing as a meaningful milestone in
strengthening cooperation and the partnership between the two central banks. In the long term, this
collaboration is expected to make a significant contribution to developing a more capable and skilled
workforce at the BOL.
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